


About

Old favourites are brought to life in this multi-cultural collection by Era Books. 
Traditional stories allows children to experience comparative literature across cultures.

Cumulative Tales
To young children, there is something irresistible about cumulative tales and their dynamic growth as the 
text uncoils through the repetition of characters and their actions. This snowballing of words and rhythm 
allows children to predict and recall words as they join in the telling.
 
The fact that so many cumulative tales have survived the test of time through various cultures gives some 
insight into the role of the traditional village storyteller. 

Fables
Fables are classified as ‘exemplars’ in literature. Their purpose is to teach a moral through the actions of the 
characters. The characters are usually animals and the plots are usually short. The theme of a fable is often 
stated at the conclusion as a moral. 

Fairytales
A fairytale is a fantasy narrative in which characters use magic to cause and solve problems. Fairytales do 
not necessarily involve fairies but can include fantasy characters such as beasts, dragons, elves, wizards, 
fairy godmothers, giants or witches. 

Folktales
A folktale is a traditional narrative handed down through generations of storytellers in various cultures.  
Every culture has its own collection of folktales as part of its cultural heritage.
 
There are different styles of folktale (for example, beast tales, cumulative tales, fools’ tales, trickster tales, 
nonsense tales, pourquoi tales, hero tales and tall tales). These are subsets of the whole genre of folktales. 
However, in this collection, we look at folktales that focus more on realism, albeit sometimes with animal 
characters, to show certain values and wisdom but do not rely on magic.  

Fools’ tales
Fools’ tales are evidence of culture being able to laugh at itself. It is common among cultures to have tales 
about people who act in a foolish way. Fools’ tales across very different cultures show characters that are 
truly foolish in their decisions, but there are other characters who are called fools but actually have wisdom.

Myths, hero tales and tall tales
Myths and hero tales are narratives that involve superhuman characters, such as gods and fantasy super-
beings, or happenings that are not part of the natural world. Myths are often old tales that were told in 
ancient religions to explain natural aspects of the world and life. Tall tales involve exaggeration as a form  
of humour.

About how and why tales (pourquoi)
A pourquoi tale is a narrative with the theme and purpose of explaining why something is so. It is also called 
a ‘how and why’ story and is a common part of the traditional tales of most cultures. They were created to 
explain phenomena that could not be explained in any other way at the time. Science has now provided 
answers to questions about the moon, the sun, geological features, but the pourquoi tale is still a popular 
vehicle for storytellers to create a new story.

Giant, ogre and beast tales
These tales include giants, ogres, beasts, monsters or trolls as characters. Often these characters play 
the role of bullies, and the protagonist is often small in comparison. Sometimes there is a cross-over with 
fairytales when the beast is actually a result of a magic curse that has to be broken. 

There can even be a further cross-over with hero tales where the protagonist is a strong hero, but the beast 
is a cursed being such as in Perseus and Medusa from Greek mythology. Or in the case of Hedda and the 
Ogre, and The Brave Little Tailor, there is a strong element of a trickster character in story style.

Trickster tales
Trickster tales feature people or animals as characters who use their wits to solve a problem and trick 
another character who is often greedy, unfair, powerful, pompous, threatening or evil. These tales are often 
humorous or dramatic depending on the nature of the character who is being tricked.
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Cumulative & Verse Tales
pack of 12

The Gingerbread Man	  
Level:  5  Word count: 111
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN:  978 1 74120 430 8

Little Red Hen	  
Level:  6  Word count: 109
Text: cumulative & verse tale 
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 837 5

The House that 
Jack Built	 
Level:  8  Word count: 238
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 516 1

Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm	  
Level:  10  Word count: 256
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 808 5

Chicken Licken 
Level:  12  Word count: 186
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 534 3

Frog Went A-Courting
Level:  12  Word count: 127
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 596 1

Over in the Meadow 
Level:  12  Word count: 296
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74144 005 8

Poor Old Lady		
Level:  13  Word count: 299
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 449 0 

The Giant Turnip		
Level:  13  Word count: 167
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 520 6

The Little Wooden Hut	  
Level:  15  Word count: 356
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 969 3

The Little Bread		   
Level:  17  Word count: 449
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74049 075 7

The Thick, Fat Pancake	  
Level:  17  Word count: 352
Text: cumulative & verse tale
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 454 4

Fables
pack of 15

The Golden Goose
Level:  7  Word count: 101
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74144 314 1

The Tortoise and  
the Hare	  
Level:  7  Word count: 106
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74144 563 3

The Lion and the Mouse	 
Level:  9  Word count: 142
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1  74120 824 5

The Frog and the Ox 
Level:  10  Word count: 147
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74120 494 0

The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Level:  11  Word count: 182
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74120 519 0

The Dog and the Bone
Level:  11  Word count: 142
Text: fable 
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74120 841 2

The Fox and the Crow 
Level:  12  Word count: 142
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 86374 863 6

Belling the Cat		
Level:  13  Word count: 230
text: fable 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 761 3

The Dog in the Manger	  
Level:  13  Word count: 224
Text: fable
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 8 429

The Dove and the Ant	
Level:  14  Word count: 207
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74120 496 4 

The Milkmaid and 
Her Pail	
Level:  14  Word count: 195
Text: fable
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 495 7

   Call 1300 90 11 33



The Other Ant
Level:  14  Word count: 253
Text: fable
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 804 7

The Ants and 
the Grasshopper 
Level:  15  Word count: 244
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74120 887 0

The Fox and the Grapes
Level:  15  Word count: 253
Text: fable
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 74049 000 9

Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse	
Level:  16  Word count: 278
Text: fable 
Origins: Aesop
ISBN: 978 1 86374 907 7

Fairytales A
Pack of 10

The Old Woman Who 
Lived in a Vinegar 
Bottle	
Level:  16  Word count: 332
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 521 3 

Rapunzel	  
Level:  17  Word count: 354
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 810 8

Rumpelstiltskin
Level:  20  Word count: 536
Text: fairytale 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 600 5

Thumbelina
Level:  21  Word count: 625
Text: folktale 
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 602 9

Cinderella			 
Level:  22  Word count: 674
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 500 8 

Sleeping Beauty		
Level:  22  Word count: 738
Text: fairytale 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 501 5 

The Nutcracker and 
the Mouse King 
Level:  22  Word count: 985
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 038 6

Sita, Rama and 
the Monkey King
Level:  23  Word count: 887
Text: fairytale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 037 9

Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs
Level:  24  Word count: 980
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 603 6

The Goose Girl	  
Level:  25  Word count: 1141
Text: fairytale 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1  74120 815 3

Fairytales B
Pack of 10

The Frog and 
the Princess
Level:  16  Word count: 286
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 535 0

The Miner and 
the Gnome	  
Level:  16  Word count: 356
Text: fairytale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 798 9

The Elves and 
the Shoemaker
Level:  18  Word count: 436
Text: fairytale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 532 9

The Golden Fish	  
Level:  18  Word count: 464
Text: fairytale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 799 6

The Magic Kettle 	  
Level:  21  Word count: 826
Text: fairytale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 891 7

Little Havrosh	  
Level:  22  Word count: 711
Text: fairytale 
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74049 064 1

Marinca and the 
Cave Fairies	  
Level:  22  Word count: 644
Text: fairytale 
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 801 6

The Crane Girl			 
Level:  22  Word count: 619
Text: fairytale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 86374 612 0

Aladdin and the Lamp
Level:  26  Word count: 1184
Text: fairytale
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN:  978 1 74120 467 4 

The Little Mermaid	  
Level:  26  Word count: 1090
Text: fairytale
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 816 0

Folktales
Pack of 15
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The Three Little Pigs		
Level:  8  Word count: 223
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 437 7

The Ugly Duckling	
Level:  8  Word count: 144
Text: folktale
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 436 0

The Man and the 
Coconuts		  
Level:  9  Word count: 154
Text: folktale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 7404 9062 7

The Princess and 
the Pea	  
Level:  9  Word count: 179
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 518 3

Little Red Riding Hood
Level:  11  Word count: 210
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 847 6

Si Ma Guang and 
the Water Jar 
Level:  13  Word count: 215
Text: folktale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 803 0

Babushka
Level:  17  Word count: 467
Text: folktale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 497 1

Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears 
Level:  17  Word count: 491
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 446 9 

The Man Who Minded 
the House	
Level:  18  Word count: 438
Text: folktale 
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 531 2

The Mouse Bride	 
Level:  18  Word count: 325
Text: folktale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74049 076 4

The Shy Oriole	  
Level:  18  Word count: 427
Text: folktale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 806 1

The Bremen Town 
Musicians	
Level:  20  Word count: 558
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 949 7

The Pied Piper 
of Hamelin	  
Level:  22  Word count: 739
Text: folktale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 447 6

Cao Chong and 
the Elephant	  
Level:  23  Word count: 556
Text: folktale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 807 8

The Brahmin, the 
Tiger and the Jackal 
Level:  23  Word count: 791
Text: folktale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 502 2 

Giant, Ogre & Beast Tales
Pack of 10

The Billy Goats Gruff
Level:  14  Word count: 300
Text: giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 86374 870 4

Jack and the Beanstalk	  
Level:  17  Word count: 337
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 895 7

Bukolla		   
Level:  21  Word count: 674
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale 
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74049 073 3 

David and Goliath
Level:  21  Word count: 644
Text: myth & hero 
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN: 978 1 86374 582 6

Ivan and the Dragons		
Level:  21  Word count: 996
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 890 0

Andare and the Giant 
Level:  22  Word count: 573
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1  74120 828 3

The Farm Boy 
and the Giant		   
Level:  22  Word count: 559
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 800 9

The Story of Atlas		
Level:  23  Word count: 763
Text:  myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 973 2

Beauty and the Beast	  
Level:  25  Word count: 1037
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 504 6 

The Brave Little Tailor	  
Level:  25  Word count: 823
Text: Giant, ogre & beast tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 814 6

Fools' Tales
Pack of 12

The Speckled Hen	
Level:  9  Word count: 155
Text: fools' tale 
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 822 1
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The Terrible Gadash	  
Level:  12  Word count: 232
Text: fools' tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 802 3

The Crooked Minaret
Level:  14  Word count: 235
Text: fools' tale
Origins: Middle Eastern
TISBN: 978 1 74049 058 0

The Monkeys and 
the Moon	  
Level:  14  Word count: 253
Text: fools' tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 805 4

The Noisy House	 
Level:  14  Word count: 266
Text: fools' tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 528 2 

Sleepy Jack
Level:  15  Word count: 347
Text: fools' tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 597 8	

Two Funny Frogs	 
Level:  15  Word count: 302
Text: fools' tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 888 7

The Gotham Fools'		
Level:  16  Word count: 349
Text: fools' tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74049 056 6

The Woodcutter		
Level:  18  Word count: 502
Text: fools' tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 954 1

Foolish Jim and 
Clever James	  
Level:  20  Word count: 457
Text: fool's tale 
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 812 2

The Blind Men and 
the Elephant
Level:  20  Word count: 566
Text: fools' tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 472 8

Six Silly Brothers	
Level:  23  Word count: 613
Text: fools' tale
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 86374 974 9

How & Why Tales
Pack of 15

The Coyote and 
the Sheep	 
Level:  8  Word count: 161
Text: how & why tale
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 517 6

The Mountain Fairies	  
Level:  13  Word count: 272
Text: how & why tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 797 2

The Queen of 
Sheba's Necklace	  
Level:  14  Word count: 147
Text: how & why tale
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN: 978 1 74120 967 9

The Tortoise and 
the Birds	  
Level:  16  Word count: 315
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: African
ISBN: 978 1  74120 825 2

Why Giraffe Has a 
Long Neck 
Level:  16  Word count: 353
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: African
ISBN: 978 1 74120 598 5

How Hippo  
Lost His Hair 
Level:  17  Word count: 384
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: African
ISBN: 978 1 74120 530 5

Aryo and the Fairy		
Level:  18  Word count: 476
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 889 4

The Rice Cakes	  
Level:  18  Word count: 426
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 826 9

How Zebra Got 
His Stripes
Level:  19  Word count: 428
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: African
ISBN: 978 1 74120 533 6

Noah's Ark 
Level:  19  Word count: 487
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN: 978 1 74120 499 5

The Star in the Water
Level:  20  Word count: 496
Text: how & why tale 
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74049 093 1

Why the Woodpecker 
Has a Long Beak	 
Level:  20  Word count: 473
Text: how & why tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 813 9

Arachne			 
Level:  22  Word count: 584
Text: how & why tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 970 1

The Jellyfish and 
the Monkey	  
Level:  23  Word count: 620
Text: how & why tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 831 3

The Sun Chariot		
Level:  25  Word count: 862
Text: how & why tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 988 6

Myth, Hero & Tall Tales
Pack of 10
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Baron Munchausen's 
Traffic Jam 
Level:  16  Word count: 334
Texts:  myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74049 077 1 

King Midas 
Level:  17  Word count: 304
Text:  myth, hero & tall tale 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 896 4

Pecos Bill			
Level:  20  Word count: 496
Text:  myth, hero & tall tale 
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 498 8

The Coming of Krishna
Level:  21  Word count: 818
Text: myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 174120 688 3

The Legend of Romulus 
and Remus
Level:  22  Word count: 651
Text: myths & hero
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 008 9

The Sword in the Stone	  
Level:  22  Word count: 741
Text: myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 827 6

The Tale of Dick 
Whittington
Level:  23  Word count: 906
Text: myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 843 6

Moses in the Bulrushes	  
Level:  26  Word count: 787
Text:  myth & hero tale 
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN: 978 1 74120 830 6

Perseus and Medusa	  
Level:  26  Word count: 1212
Text:  myth, hero & tall tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 829 0

The Little Peach Boy	
Level:  26  Word count: 804
Text: myth, hero & tall tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1  86374 990 9

Trickster Tales
Pack of 15

Hodja's Ride	
Level:  14  Word count: 147
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Middle Eastern
ISBN: 978 1 74049 059 7

Little Red Hen 
and the Fox 
Level:  13  Word count: 253
Text: trickster tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74049 074 0

Mouse Deer 
and Crocodile		   
Level:  13  Word count: 232
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 885 6

The Coyote and 
the Turtle	 
Level:  14  Word count: 240
Text: trickster tale 
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 809 2

Mouse Deer and 
Elephant 	
Level:  15  Word count: 293
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 886 3

Brer Rabbit and 
the Tar Baby 
Level:  17  Word count: 308
Text: trickster tale 
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 529 9

Hedda and the Ogre
Level:  17  Word count: 336
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 599 2

Tug of War	  
Level:  17  Word count: 370
Text: trickster tale
Origins: African
ISBN: 978 1 74120 811 5

Masha and the Bear	  
Level:  18  Word count: 556
Text: trickster tale
Origins: East European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 968 6

Monkey and Mouse Deer	
Level:  18  Word count: 535
Text: trickster tale 
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74049 072 6

Stone Soup
Level:  18  Word count: 338
Text: trickster tale
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 86374 947 3

Puss in Boots		
Level:  20  Word count: 531
Text: trickster tale 
Origins: European
ISBN: 978 1 74120 469 8

The Camel and 
the Jackal 
Level:  20  Word count: 430
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Asian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 601 2

The Emperor’s 
New Clothes 
Level:  20  Word count: 496
Text: trickster tale 
Origins: Scandinavian
ISBN: 978 1 74120 468 1

The Fisherman’s 
Daughter		  
Level:  24  Word count: 893
Text: trickster tale
Origins: Americas
ISBN: 978 1 74120 503 9 
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ISBN or Pack ID title format qty unit price total

-$

 $ TOTAL

Special instructions:

INVOICE TO:  
Name:

contact:

phone:                   fax:

email:

*your Order No:      dept:  

signature:      date:
*No order accepted without an order number

DELIVER TO:
attention of:

delivery address: 

   postcode:

phone:

delivery required by:

Format: S = Small Book       B = Big Book

*required for confirmation of order

How to order
Post: PO Box 469, Northcote VIC  3070
Phone: 0413 381 662
Fax: 03 8080 0708
Email: maryleptos@literacyspeaking.com.au

Customer Order Form 

Terms & Conditions
1. Prices include GST.
2. Prices are subject to change without notice.
3. Errors & omissions excepted.
 

Literacy Speaking
Resource Consulting and School Supplies

Thank you for your order - we will send a confifirmation email or fax, 
and a note of any required freight charges.

PO Box 8290 Northland Centre 3072

No School  Order accepted without an Order Number

A$


